, the shape of copulatory organs, the larval morphology (Paulian & Lumaret 1974) , the general type of mouthparts, the food preferences and habits. The primitive character of ecological environment, of a mode of life and a relict pattern of the distribution of Aulonocneminae and Aegialiini (Stebnicka 1977) do not in any way contradict a common origin of these apparently very old scarabs.
I prefer not to speculate presently on evolution of various characters until relationships can be specified more precisely and until a reasonably convincing scheme can be pro- 
